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WORLD CULTURES  
UN1002: SECTION B 

SPRING 2013 
M/W/F 12:05 – 1:55 

MINERALS AND MATERIALS (M&M) U115 
 
Professor:         Dr. Sam Sweitz 
Office:               Academic Office Building, Room 213 
Telephone:        Dr. Sweitz, 487-1476 
                          Department of Social Sciences, 487-2113 
E-mail:              srsweitz@mtu.edu  
Office Hours:    Wednesdays 2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. or by appointment 
 
Graduate Teaching Assistants 
 
Naima Khan / nkkhan@mtu.edu   
Leonor Medeiros / lmedeiro@mtu.edu 
 
Textbooks and Equipment  
 
Pulsipher, Lydia and Alex Pulsipher 
  2011  World Regional Geography (without Subregions): Global Patterns, Local Lives,  5th  

edition.  W. H. Freeman and Company, New York.   
 
Baltensperger, Brad et al. 
  2008  World Cultures: Activity Guide and Narratives.  Pearson Custom Publishing, 
 Boston. 
 
iclicker (Personal Response System Transmitter)   
 
Course Content 
 
This course is one of four core courses that all students will take while matriculating at 
Michigan Technological University.  World Cultures presents the opportunity to explore the 
variety of cultures found around us, while at the same time learning to critically engage with 
issues confronting the entire modern world.    The lectures, readings, and films associated with 
this course offer a global perspective on the diversity of human societies in the contemporary 
world.  This section is organized from the particular perspective of Anthropology, examining 
concepts like the cultural construction of race, ethnicity, gender, and belief systems as part of 
the human cultural experience.  During this course you will be challenged to consider what it 
means to be human, that is to be a cultural being.    
 
Films and Live Performances 
 
The foreign films and live performances associated with this course provide insight into some 
of the diverse cultures found around the world and therefore are an integral part of this class.  
You will watch a series of ten films that will be shown in class.  In addition, you will have the 
opportunity to attend two live performances held at the Rozsa Center for Performing Arts.  
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You are required to attend all ten film showings and both live performances.  These films and 
performances will be the focus of your short written assignments, as well as exam questions.  
The costs associated with these live performances are covered by your lab fee. 
 
The two live performances will be attended by all students.   
 
The required live performances include: 
  
1.  Calamity Jeanne 
        Tuesday, March 5th @ 7:30 
  
2.  Gabby Moreno 
        Wednesday, March 27th @ 7:30  
 
Tickets: 
 
I will provide further instructions after the start of the semester regarding how to order tickets.   
 
Once you have ordered your tickets, be sure you bring your ID to the Rozsa ticket office.  
Make sure you pick-up your tickets well in advance of the first event.  You must attend 
these performances.  Make sure you keep your stub you will staple your event ticket to your 
completed performance assignment, which will be based on the content of the performance 
and completed during the next class period. 
 
Grading  
 
Your course grade will be the sum of your test, written, and quiz scores, divided by a possible 
600 points for the class.   The Course grade is comprised of the following: three examinations 
(3 x 100 points = 300 points or 50%), ten short written assignments (10 x 24 points = 240 
points or 40%), and class quizzes (20 x 3 points = 60 points or 10%). 
 
Letter grades for exams, papers, and for the final course grade will be assigned according to 
the following scale:  
       
A = 100 – 90%, AB = 89.9 – 88, B = 87.9 – 80%, BC = 79.9 – 78, C = 77.9 – 70%,  

CD = 69.9 – 68, D = 67.9 – 60%, F = 59.9 – 0%. 
 
All three exams will be held during regularly scheduled class time.  Each exam will consist of 
multiple choice questions and will cover material presented in lecture, in the reading 
assignments, films, and performances.  The exams will not be cumulative.  However, learning 
is cumulative and your understanding of material presented early in the course will aid you in 
subsequent sections.  If necessary, class test scores will be curved by adding the number of 
points necessary to bring the class average to 70%.  Written assignments and final student 
averages will not be curved.  
 
The short written assignments will involve a series of questions designed to evaluate your 
comprehension of the ten films and two live performances associated with the course.  I will 
email the assignment for each film to you prior to the viewing.  The papers will be no more 
than 2 typed, double spaced pages in length, with standard 1 inch margins (approximately 600 
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words).  Films will typically be shown in class on Fridays.  Each of the film assignments will 
be due on Wednesday of the following week.  Students are required to submit both an 
electronic copy via Turnitin (available through the course Canvas page) and a hard copy of 
their assignment (with attached grading rubric) at the beginning of class on Wednesday.  
Assignments will not be graded unless both electronic and hard copy versions have been 
submitted.  
 
Of the12 combined films and performances you will be responsible for turning in a total of 10 
completed assignments, including 8 film assignments and the 2 performance assignments.  
This requirement will be handled as follows:   
 
Of the 10 film assignments, you are required to turn in 8.  If you turn in more than 8, your 
top 8 scores will be used to calculate your grade. 
 
You must complete assignments for both of the required live performances, including 
Calamity Jeanne and Gabby Moreno.  These assignments will be completed in class on 
March 6th and March 29th respectively. Make sure you are in attendance on those days.  
Make-up assignments will not be given unless you have a documented University excused 
absence for that particular day (see section below on Make-up Exams)
 

. 

A series of twenty quizzes will be given over the course of the semester.  These quizzes will 
test your knowledge of topics discussed in class, in films and performances, and/or 
information from the assigned readings. You will use your iclickers (Personal Response 
System) transmitters to answer quiz questions.  Please follow the registration instructions 
included with your transmitter and register your clicker online at iclicker.com. 
 
Please see the course Canvas site for more information on the written assignments, including 
the rubric used for grading and a helpful writing guide.           
 
Course Communication 
 
I have set office hours for Wednesdays from 2:30 – 4:00 pm.  I will be happy to arrange an 
alternate meeting time if you are unable to meet with me during these hours.  Please email me, 
speak to me before or after class, or phone me to make an appointment.  In addition, your 
course TAs will be available during the last 20 minutes of class and by appointment to meet 
with you.   
 
I have set-up a class email list with which I will email you assignments, announcements, and 
reminders throughout the semester.  The list serve uses your MTU email address, so please 
check it regularly. 
 
In addition, all general course information including a full syllabus, the course schedule, 
grading information, and various other course related materials will be available on the course 
page available through your Canvas account.   
 
Make-up Exams 
 
Make-up examinations will only be given to students who can document a legitimate absence 
as defined in the University Policies section of the Student Handbook (subsection Attendance 
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Policy).  Excused absences include: 1) participation in an event on the university authorized 
activity list;   2) a death or major illness in the student’s immediate family; 3) illness of a 
dependent family member; 4) participation in legal proceedings that require the student’s 
presence; 5) a religious holy day; 6) illness that is too severe or contagious for the student to 
attend class (as determined by a physician in writing);  7) required participation in military 
duties.  The validity of all other absences will be at the discretion of the instructor.  
 
A student, when possible, should notify the instructor prior to a missed exam, but must

 

 
notify the instructor by the following class period (via phone, email, or in person).  As 
outlined in the Attendance Policy subsection, the instructor is under no obligation to provide a 
make-up exam in the case of an unexcused absence.  If you do have a documented excuse you 
will be given a make-up exam within 14 calendar days of your last excused absence.  

Scholastic Dishonesty 
 
It is up to student and instructor to uphold the scholastic integrity of Michigan Technological 
University by refusing to participate in or tolerate scholastic dishonesty.  As defined in the 
University Policies of the Student Handbook, scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not 
exclusive to, the unauthorized acquirement or distribution of information and/or plagiarism.  
Questions concerning scholastic dishonesty are directed to the Michigan Dean of Students 
Conduct page at (http://www.mtu.edu/dean/conduct/policy/).  Additional questions or 
concerns should be directed to the instructor.  Any student caught cheating on an exam will be 
required to turn in their test immediately and will receive a zero for the exam.  Incidents of 
plagiarism will result in a zero on the assignment. All incidents concerning scholastic 
dishonesty will be turned over to the Dean of Students, Office of Judicial Affairs for action.         
 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that 
provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other 
things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning 
environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities.  If you believe 
you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the Office of Student 
Affairs, Room 170 of the Administration Building.  The phone number is 487-2212.   
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Tentative Course Schedule for UN1002 Section B 

 

Introduction and the Concept of Culture 
Week 1 

 
Readings:  
WC Guide pp. v-xi; 1-31 
 
January 14 
Course Introduction  
 
January 16 
The Concept of Culture 
Study Team Sign-up 
 
January 18 
 
 

A World of Regions 
Week 2 

 
Readings:  
Pulsipher Chapter 1 
 
January 21 
No Class Today 
 
January 23 
 
January 25 
Film: L’Auberge Espagnole 
 
 

Regional Perspectives 
Week 3 

East Asia - Globalization 
 
Readings: 
Pulsipher Chapter 9 
 
January 28 
 
January 30 
 
February 1 
Film: Shower 
 
 

 
 

East Asia Continued 
Week 4 

Europe - Ethnicity and Race 
 
Readings: 
Pulsipher Chapter 4 
 
February 4 
 
February 6 
 
February 8 
No Class Today – Winter Carnival 
 
 

Europe Continued 
Week 5 

Belief Systems 
 
February 11 
 
February 13 
Belief Systems 
 
February 15 
Film: Before the Rain 
 
 

Southwest Asia and North Africa – Belief 
Systems 

Week 6 

 
Readings: 
Pulsipher Chapter 6 
 
February 18 
First Exam 
 
February 20 
Southwest Asia and North Africa 
 
February 22 
Film: The Syrian Bride 
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Southwest Asia and North Africa 
Week 7 

 
Readings: 
Pulsipher Chapter 10 
 
February 25 
 
February 27 
Southeast Asia – Kinship and Family 
 
March 1 
Film: Singapore Dreaming 
 
 

Southeast Asia Continued 
Week 8 

 
March 4 
 
March 5  
Calamity Jeanne Performance 
 
March 6 
In-class Calamity Jeanne Assignment 
 
March 8 
No Class Today 
 
 
*Spring Break, March 11th – 15th

 
 * 

 

Latin America – Colonialism and 
Transnationalism 

Week 9 

 
Readings: 
Pulsipher Chapter 3 
 
March 18 
 
March 20 
 
March 22 
Film: Black Robe 
 
 
 

Latin America Continued 
Week 10 

 
March 25 
Film: Even the Rain 
 
March 27 
Gabby Moreno Performance 
 
March 29 
In-class Moreno Assignment 
 
 

 
Week 11 

April 1 
Second Exam 
 
April 3 
South Asia – Gender and Sex 
 
Readings:  
Pulsipher Chapter 8 
 
April 5 
Film: Osama 
 
 

South Asia Continued 
Week 12 

 
April 8 
 
April 10 
 
April 12 
Film: Monsoon Wedding 
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Sub-Saharan Africa – Contemporary 
World Problems 

Week 13 

 
Readings: 
Pulsipher Chapter 7 
 
April 15 
 
April 17 
 
April 19 
Film: Yesterday 
 
 

Sub-Saharan Africa Continued 
Week 14 

 
April 22  
 
April 24 
Third Exam  
 
April 26 
No Class Today 
 
 

 
Finals Week 

No Comprehensive Final Exam Will Be 
Given  
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TEN WAYS TO SUCCEED IN WORLD CULTURES* 

 
The world around and people in it are interesting, intriguing, and often surprising.  I hope you enjoy studying it this semester 
and I hope that you will take something more away from it than simply four required credit hours for your degree.  However, 
the fact that this course is required does not obligate me to make it easy or for you to simply do just enough to pass.  In fact, 
this is a demanding course.  If you want to do well (and you all should), please take the following advice.  
 
1. Come to class everyday, pay attention, and take reasonable notes.  If you have trouble seeing the presentations or 

hearing the lecture, change seats.  If you must miss a class, get the notes from someone who was there.  If you still have 
questions about the lecture after getting the notes, then speak with one of the teaching assistants or me outside of class.  
Your performance in this course will relate directly to your attendance and the attention you pay in class. 

 
2. Ask questions when you do not understand something presented in class or in your readings.  If you are unclear on 

some aspect of the material, chances are your classmates are having difficulty with it as well.  Why not go ahead and do 
your classmates – and yourself - a favor by asking about it in class? 

 
3. Take advantage of our office hours.  If you have additional questions, concerns, and/or comments don’t be shy, come 

and see one of the Teaching Assistants or me during my office hours.  We are here to help you learn.   Do not wait until 
the end of the semester to ask for help, it will be too late.    

  
4. Write down the major points made in the lecture at the end of each class.  Summarizing the lecture at its close in 

this way is an extremely effective method of firmly implanting what was covered in class in your memory.  Getting in 
the habit of doing this on a regular basis takes some discipline but it is worth the effort. 

 
5. Keep up with the reading.  Many students say they earned nothing but A’s in high school without ever opening a book.  

Maybe you got through that way, too.  If so, let me assure you, that was then and this is now.  To do well in this class 
you must begin reading on the first day of the semester and keep reading until it ends.  The reading assignments are 
broken out by region in the syllabus.  You should read the assigned work before the topic is discussed in lecture, i.e. the 
readings listed for Week 2 should be done prior to the lectures that week. This material will be on the tests.   

  
6. Outline what you read.  Read the abstract or the conclusion first then go on to the body of the work.  Concentrate on 

finding the author’s main ideas and listing the data he or she uses to support these ideas (Hint: coloring your text with 
yellow highlighting is not outlining).  When you finish reading, (a) summarize what the author said in your own words, 
(b) consider how these conclusions relate to the lectures and the other course readings, and put this information on note 
cards for later study and review prior to the examination. 

 
7. Organize a small study group or join a WC Study Group through the Multiliteracies Center.  Such a group should 

be composed of a small number of your classmates and should meet regularly outside of class to review the material 
being covered.  World Cultures study groups through the Multiliteracies Center are led by coaches who can help direct 
your focus, improve your scholarship, and therefore improve your final grade. 

 
8. Communicate with your Teaching Assistants.  The course Teaching Assistants are here to help answer questions and 

to grade your written work.  If you have questions regarding your performance on written work please talk first to the 
Teaching Assistants, as they will have insight into your particular performance and can suggest ways in which you 
might improve your work. 

 
9. Resolve to do well right from the first day of this course and then follow through.  The beginning of the semester – 

not the end – is the time to start working on a good grade in a course.  This is doubly true if you are currently on 
Scholastic Probation.  In a similar vein, if you find yourself in trouble during the term, do not wait until the end of the 
semester to ask for help.  It will be too late. 

 
10. Remember Michigan Tech is the Big Leagues.  This is not high school or junior college.  Major League status 

translates into demanding professors, challenging lectures, lots of reading, and tough tests.  It also means you are 
competing with other smart, ambitious, hard-working students.  Coming to Michigan Tech was your choice.  No 
doubt you decided to come here in part because you want the benefits that are conferred by a university degree 
that means something.  Therefore, do not complain about the amount of work necessary to earn that degree.  As 
they say, “If it was easy, everyone would do it!”  

 
 
*Adapted with permission from Dr. D. Bruce Dickson, Anthropology Department, Texas A&M University.  
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